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SUBJECT; ARGENTINES NOTE HUMAN RIGHTS IMPROVEMENTS IN 
ORDER TO INFLUENCE US VOTE IN I FIS 


1. SUMMARY: ARGENTINE AMBASSADOR TODAY ATTEMPTED TO MAKE 

CASE THAT A NUMBER OF HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIONS PLUS POLITICAL 
CONSIDERATIONS ARGUE IN FAVOR OF POSITIVE VOTE BY USG IN 
IFIS. AFTER CONSULTING WITH ACTING SECRETARY, WE DECIDED 
TO ABSTAIN AS^ PLANNED BUT NOTE HOPEFUL SIGNS IN OUR 
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STATEMENT OF EXPLANATION AND POINT TO THESE IN CONVERSA- 
TIONS WITH ARGENTINE OFFICIALS. END SUMMARY. 

2, ARGENTINE AMBASSADOR TODAY BROUGHT TO MY ATTENTION A 
NUMBER OF CONSIDERATIONS WHICH HE HOPED WOULD PERSUADE 

US TO VOTE IN FAVOR OF ARGENTINE LOANS IN WORLD BANK. HE 
HAD APPARENTLY LEARNED EARLIER, PRESUMABLY THROUGH THE 
IBRD, THAT WE WOULD BE ABSTAINING ON $100 MILLION 
INDUSTRIAL CREDITS PROJECT AND $7 MILLION INTERNATIONAL 
FINANCE CORPORATION SOYBEAN PLANT PROJECT. 

3. AMBASSADOR MADE FOLLOWING POINTS, INTER ALIA: 

- IN RESPONSE TO REPRESENTATIONS BY AMERICAN JEWISH 

COMMITTEE, ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT IS BANNING JULY ISSUE OF 
"CABILDO” MAGAZINE. (THE APRIL EDITION OF "CABILDO" WAS 
BLATANTLY ANTI-SEMITIC.) 

- MINISTRY OF lOTERIOR WILL ANNOUNCE ON JUNE 14 THAT 198 
INDIVIDUALS HAVE CEASED TO BE UNDER DETENTION AT THE 
PLEASURE OF THE EXECUTIVE POWER (STATE OF SIEGE) BRINGING 
TO 333 INDIVIDUALS THE NUMBER OF EXECUTIVE POWER RELEASES 
SINCE MAY 27. (THIS IS INDEED A STRIKING NUMBER OF 
RELEASES, BUT WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER INDIVIDUALS WILL 
REGAIN LIBERTY OR ARE SIMPLY BEING TURNED OVER TO JUDICIAL 
AUTHORITIES FOR TRIAL.) 

- MINISTRY OF INTERIOR WILL ALSO ANNOUNCE THAT THE 
PRESIDENT HAS ISSUED INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDY THE POSSIBLE 
REINSTATEMENT OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT TO OPT TO LEAVE 
THE COUNTRY. (THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME THAT THE SO- 
CALLED "RIGHT OF OPTION" IS REVIEWED, BUT THE COMMUNIQUE 
SUGGESTS THAT THE OBJECTIVE OF THIS LATEST EXERCISE WILL 
BE TO REINSTATE THE OPTION. UNDER THIS OPTION, ARGEN- 
TINES WHO ARE HELD BY THE EXECUTIVE POWER CAN OPT TO 
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LEAVE THE COUNTRY VOLUNTARILY RATHER THAN REMAIN IN PRISON 
^WITHOUT CHARGES. WE HAVE REPEATEDLY URGED THE ARGENTINES 
TO REINSTATE THIS RIGHT AS A MEANS OF EMPTYING PRISONS OF 
POLITICAL PRISONERS. I ASKED THE AMBASSADOR WHETHER 
HE THOUGHT THE REVIEW WOULD END IN A DECISION TO REINSTATE 
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THE "RIGHT OF OPTION." HE REPLIED YES, BUT IT WOULD 
TAKE TIME, POSSIBLY 2-3 MONTHS, 

- IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO SUPPORT MARTINEZ DE HOZ (ECONOMY 
MINISTER) WHO TALKED TO BLUMENTHAL AND BRZEZ INSKI AND 
RETURNED TO BUENOS AIRES WITH A STRONG MESSAGE THAT 

THE GOA HAD TO ACT ON HUMAN RIGHTS . AN ABSTENTION ON 
THE ARGENTINE LOANS WOULD WEAKEN VIDELA AND MARTINEZ AND 
WOULD REINFORCE THOSE WHO ARGUE THAT THE U.S. DOES NOT 
REALLY WANT TO WORK WITH THE GOA. (AJA ESPIL FELT THAT 
IT WAS ONE THING FOR U.S. TO DEMONSTRATE ITS VIEWS TO 
ARGENTINE MILITARY BY REDUCING MILITARY CREDITS BUT QUITE 
ANOTHER TO GO AGAINST "CIVILIAN" CREDITS, WHICH UNDER- 
MINED THE VERY FORCES WE SHOULD BE SUPPORTING.) 

- THE FRG HAS ALREADY ASSURED ARGENTINA THAT IT WOULD VOTE 
IN FAVOR OF THE LOAN AS WILL OTHER EC MEMBERS. A U.S. 

ABSTENTION WOULD ISOLATE US FROM THE EUROPEAN DEMOCRACIES. 

MORE IMPORTANTLY, AN ABSTENTION COULD RESULT IN A 
NEGATIVE SIGNAL TO THE U.S. COMMERCIAL BANKS. 

4. AFTER MEETING WITH ESPIL, I DISCUSSED LOAN WITH 
ACTING SECRETARY, WHO RECOMMENDED THAT WE PROCEED WITH 

ABSTENTION BUT NOTE HOPE FOR CHANGE IN OUR STATEMENT 
AT THE IBRD. WE ARE REVISING THE STATEMENT ACCORDINGLY. 

5. I BELIEVE IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO EXPLAIN OUR AB- 
STENTION TO FOREIGN MINISTER MONTES IN GRENADA AND THAT 
OUR CHARGE IN BUENOS AIRES MAKE THE SAME POINTS TO 
MARTINEZ DE HOZ. WE WOULD EXPLAIN THAT THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
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SITUATION LEFT US NO CHOICE BUT TO ABSTAIN AT THIS TIME, 
'BUT WE HAD DECIDED TO MODIFY OUR STATEMENT EXPLAINING 
OUR VOTE TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT POSSIBLE FAVORABLE DEVELOP- 
MENTS WHICH THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT HAD BROUGHT TO OUR 
ATTENTION. WHILE NOT SAYING SO PUBLICLY, WE ARE PARTI- 
CULARLY ENCOURAGED BY THE NUMBER OF RELEASES ANNOUNCED 
RECENTLY AND THE POSSIBLITY THAT THE RIGHT OF OPTION WILL 
BE REINSTATED. WE VERY MUCH HOPE THAT THESE . DEVELOP- 
MENTS PRESAGE THE RESTORATION OF THE LEGAL PROTECTIONS. 
OFFERED TO THE INDIVIDUAL BY THE ARGEOTINE CONSTITUTION. 
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6. FOR EMBASSY BUENOS AIRES. WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR 
ANALYSIS BY IMMEDIATE CABLE OF THESE DEVELOPMENTS AND 
THE DEMARCHE TO MARTINEZ DE HOZ OUTLINED IN PARAGRAPH 
FIVE. CHRISTOPHER 
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